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Oilmen Pledge Seepage Ban Aid

Polling Places
For Bond Vote

In the June 7 school bond election, 19,373 persons
will be eligible to count their ballots, according to school

officials.
Voters will decide

|

Lomita Mailman

|

Shoofs Self in
Palos Verdes

Worry over financial obliga:
tions apparently was the cause
of suicide by Joseph David
Bechtold, 42, of 2328 240th St.

Lomita, who shot himself
Thursday morning in Palos
Verdes.

The body of Bechtold, clad
in his malil carrier uniform, |
was found Thursday morning,
slumped beside a tree, by a
schoolboy making his way on
a path through a wooded sec
tion to get to Miraleste School. |

The San Pedro office post
master, under whose jurisdie: |
tion Bechtold worked as a "“h.i
ty postman, in various areas,
said that Bechtold had at one
time delivered mail near “the |
wooded section in which he de:
cided to end his life.

Sheriff's deputies on investi-
gating discovered that financial |
obligations had bheen crowding
in on Bechtold, strengthening
the case for suicide as an in:
terpretation of the death,

Left Note

A note had been left with|
Mrs. Christobel Bechtold, the
man's wife, telling her that he
would go to the San Pedro
Post Office to get some papers
before returning to take her to
work, |
At the post office he signed

ledger stating ‘“Bechtold |
and slipped away a re
yolver used by mail carriers
when carrying large amounts |
of money. |

Driving to Palos Verdes, he
parked his car on the Mira
leste School parking lot, put |
the key in his pocket, walked
about 100 yards, sat by a tree
and shot himself through the
forehead, as his movements
were deduced by detectives, |

Official verdict on the cause
of death will be made by the
coroner's office, where the
body was taken. |

Mrs. Richhart's
Rites Tomorrow

Funeral services will be held
tomorrow afternoon for Linnie
May Richhart, a resident of Tor-
rance for nearly 40 years. She|
died Saturday morning,

A native of Ohio, Mrs. Rich
hart, moved to Kansas with|
her family shortly after her
birth and then moved to Cali
fornia in 1002, 8he and her hus:
band established their home
here in 1017, They celebrated
their 56th’ wedding anniversary
last January,

Rev. Walter M. Stanton of
the United Brethren Chureh |
will officiate at funeral services
tomorrow afternoon at 2 in the
Stone and Myers Chapel, N\nh‘
ial will he in Roosevelt Ceme:
;

Surviving are her husband, |
Harry G, Richhart Sr., of H.’Z«t!
W, 218th St.; three sons, Harry
Jr., of the home address, John |

a
sick,”

of 1811 Gramercy, and Ray:
mond, of 1728 Manuel; two |
daughters, Mrs. Margaret H.|
Wright, 1748 Martina, and |

Mildred Richhart of the home |
address, Also surviving are her |
brother, Chavles E, Theobald, |
of 1620 W. 221st 8t, and two
sisters, Edna M. Halsted of
Burlington, Kan, and Della
O'Connell of San Diego. Nine
grandchildren also survive,
One son, Everett V. Richhart
died in France during World
War IL l

whether the Torrance Unified
School District will be authorized to spend $10,000,000
for additions tot the city’s school system.

|
|

The money is needed to pro-
vide money for an expected in
crease of 18,000 in enrollment
by 1960, school officials report. |
The present enrollment is about |
12,000,

Precinets Set

Fifteen election precinets have
been set up for the election
as follows:

Precinet No. 1-—4735 Cadison
St., including all of Torrance
City General Election precinet
42 lying west of Hawthorne
Blvd.

Precl . 2 Perry Element.
ary School, 17831 Prairie Ave
including all of El Nido Gen:|
eral Election precinet 1, Redon:
do Beach City General Election
Precinct 58, and Torrance pre
cinet 20, 59, 80, and 65, and all
of Torrance precinct 43 west of
Prairie Ave,

Precinct No. 3 Carr Elemen- §
tary School, 3404 W. 168th 8t,, #

including all of Torrance pre:
cinets 34, 35, 52, and 58,
North Torrance to Yote

Precinct No. 4 North Tor-]
rance Elementary 8chool, includ-
ing all of Torrance precincts 1,
40, 47, and 51, |

Precinet No. 5 Crenshaw El-
ementary School, 18620 Cren-
shaw Blvd,, including all of Tor:
rance precinets 41, and 47, and
the part of precinct 43 east of
Prairie Ave,

Precinct No. 6 Madrona El-
ementary School, 21364 Madrona
Ave,, including Torrance pre
cincts 88, 48, 49, 50, and the
part of precinct 42 east of Haw:
thorne Blvd,

Precinct No. 7 Greenwood
Klementary School, 1520 Green-
wood Ave, including precincts
2,6, 7, 11, 18 and 21

High School Named

Precinct No. 8 Torrance High
School, 2200 W, Carson St., in:
cluding precincts 3, 4, 5, 13, 14,
17, 22, and 64,

Precinct No. 9 Torrance Kl
ementary School, 2005 Martina
Ave,, including precincts 8, 9, 15,
32, 44, and 54,

Precinct No. 10 Wood EI-
ementary School, 2250 W. 235th
St,, Including precincts 10, 23,
26, and 56.

Precinct No, 11 Walteria Bl
ementary School, 24456 Madison
8t,, including precincts 12, 16,
38, 30, 46, 63, 66, and 67,

Precinct No. 12 Meadow Park
Elementary School, 3860 W.
230th, including precincts 19
and 68,

Precinct No. 13 Seaside El-
ementary School, 4661 Sharynne
Lane, including precints 25, 27
31, 53, and 62,

Precinet No. 14 Riviera El
ementary School, 365 Via Colusa,
including precincts 24, 29, 30,
and 37,

Precinct No. 15 EI
Park Recreation Center, 126
Vista del Parque, including
precinets 28, 36, 45, 55, and 61,

Retiro

FOR THE CAU

(Herald Photo) |

+ + « Collecting funds for the American

Field ‘Service International Scholarships are Jeff Carr, Tor-
rance High School head of the drive, and Max Will, German
exchange student at THS this year, The high school stu- |
dents are trying to collect enough pennies to reach their goal

of §157.

Commission fo
Make Decision
On Brick Pits

Final decision on what recom
mendations are to be made by
the planning commission on Tor-
rance's controversial brick pit
near 178th St. and Arlington
Ave, are to be made Wednes
day when the commission meets
at 7 pm. in City Hall

The had
mended approval of
Guenser's request to
the hole for his brick-making
operations,

However, protests came from
several quarters, and while the
matter was at Issue the
mission members decided
their last meeting to keep
subject in abeyance pending fur
ther study,

Complaints have been leveled
at existence of the hole
danger to children, against fill
ing it, and against filling it as
a dump,

North Torrance Civie Assn
said continued operations woule
depreciate value of surrounding
property, Letters of residents
opposed continued digging. Be-
cause Arlington School is to be
built on the adjoining area, the
School Board joined in the pro
test,

recom
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SCHOOLS WILL SHORTEN
LAST DAY'S ACTIVITIES

The school hours for pupils on June 17, the last
day of the school, year, have been shortened to enable
teachers to complete records that are required hefore

they leave for summer vacat

ion, The hours in all of the

buildings in the district will be as follows:
Elementary morning session pupils will report
at 8 am. and will be dismissed at 9 am,
Elementary afternoon and all day session pupils
will report at 9 am, and will be dismissed at 10 a.m.
High School morning session pupils will report at
7:30 a.m, and will be dismissed at 10:30 a.m

High School afternoon
at 11:80 a.m, and will be ¢
The school

transportation

session pupils will meet
lismissed at 2:30 p.m,
facilities will follow

a schedule to meet the above hours,

land Pacific Coast

| AFSIS Funds
Collected by
‘THS Students |

} Torrance High School stu.
dents were busy last week, t
ing to raise $157 for their s
of the American Field Service
International Scholarships for
next year. |

Headed by Jeff Carr, the stu
dentg were collecting pennies
for the drive to bring students |
here next year, as plans are
being made to have one for-
eign student at Torrance High
School and one at North Tor.
rance High School. |

THS student Larry Lippin
cott will journey to Berlin this
summer to go to school as part
of the program. During the
past year, Max Will, a German
boy, and Lena Malmstrom, a
Swedish girl, have been stu-
dents at Torrance High,

Both will be honored at a
farewell party this Wednesday
evening at 8 p.m, in the YWCA
building by the Torrance Chap:

ter of American Field Service
They will leave for their homes
on June 25,

Lippincott will leave after
school is out for the summer,

South Torrance
Shopping Unit
Site Purchased

A 160-acre tract in South
Torrance has been purchased
)y Linden Chandler, Lomita
businessman, for a “high type'
shopping center and residential
arvea, it was announced last
week
The L.shaped property ex
tends three.quarters of a mile
along Pacific Coast Hwy. to a
point near Dapplegray Lane in
Rolling Hills, Chandler sgaid
The highway frontage will be
used for a commercial develop.
ment and shopping center.
while the south portion will be
developed for residential use
The property was sold by the
Southwestern Portland Cement
Co. Chandler operates a large
sand and gravel firm at 26301
Narbonne Ave
The proposed center is direct.
ly across the street from the
triangle shopping center recent
ly announced at Crenshaw
Hwy.

Retaiiérs Héve Prohlem

An Editorial

The controversy raised last week over the proposed
use of El Prado Park for off-street parking, has fanned
some tempers in a manner not likely to encourage har-
mony within the present organizational fabric of the Tor-
rance Chamber of Commerce. This is unfortunate because
the community is at a point where united effort is needed
to take full advantage of impending crucial developments.

The situation is serious only because it is symptomatic
of underlying differences in objectives between the bhroader,
overall functions of a Chamber of Commerce and the im-
portant, hut, more specific function of a Retail Merchants
organization.

In proposing additional off-street parking facil-
ities, the Retail Merchants Division, through its presi-
dent Carl C. Duncan, was acting in a most natural man-
ner. Mr., Duncan happened to be the signatory to the
letter of request to the City Council. It wasn't his
idea; he merely was doing his job as a competent and
sincere president of the Retail group. He, nor any
member of the committee is not subject to censure
for, this normal attempt to relieve the parking tension,
That should be clearly understood and is by any under-
standing person.

A point of order was raised at last week's meeting
of the Board of Directors of the Chamber when a resolu-
tion was passed adopting a policy that will make it neces-
sary for any division or committee to clear any communica-
tion of “a public policy nature” through the Board. At the
time the Retail Division sent its request to the City

Council this policy had not been established by precedent |

and certainly had not been clearly defined. The Retailers
were not, in their thinking at least, bound by any such
restriction, Their action, therefore, is understandable,

The situation certainly raises the question of whether
the merchants, with their own important problems, will
not in the future have recurring instances that will place
the actions they must take, to further their own interests,
in singular category. The overall function of the Chamber
of Commerce is to attract industry to Torrance and to
evaluate the needs for development of the whole com-
munity. The direct function of a Retail Merchants organi-
zation is to promote the commercial welfare of its mem-
bers, to sponsor commuaity wide sales, to encourage the
improvement of the downtown shopping center and to do
all within its power to attract new business.

The retailers do need an aggressive, autonomous
organization of their own as evidenced by this present
situation. Individual retailers should by all means re-
tain memberships in the Chamber of Commerce. But,
they owe it to themselves to have a dynamic, aggressive
organization that will be their own mouthpiece.

By all means let us achieve harmony. There is too
much at stake to tolerate anything less.

C°f“§+ VYa’r Measles Still
Purification || eading List
Strengthened | ieun rporis or i o

rance district for the week end
A resolution passed Thursday

er

ing May 21, showed that mea-

by Water Pollution Board 4 is |sles was still the leading dis

aimed at tightening regulations | ease

on water purity along the Of 04 cases of disease re.

beaches, The board met at Tor: | ported during the week, 50

rance City Hall were measgles. Torrance had 15
The resolution, carrying unan: | cases, while county areas re

Redondo Beach, T,

\hattan Beach,
8, Palos Verdes Estates, 2, and
| Hermosa Beach, 1

imously, provided:

1. Approval of a policy to
extend to yearround duration
the time for maintenance of a

bacteria count at bathing Other diseases plaguing area
beaches residents during the period in

2. For requesting the State®| oluded mumps, 19; chickenpox
Department of Public Health, |11; hepatitis, 6; German mea
the County Health District, and | gles, 5; whooping cough and
Los Angeles to furnish their |gea fever, each 2; gonor
analysis of coast water, to pre- | phea, amebiasis, polio, and tu

vent duplication

3. Arrangements with life
guard stations to notify the
board immediately and directly

berculosis,

The city of Torrance reported
n cases of mumps and one
each of hepatitis, German

Case

of sanitation violations measles, and amebiasis
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News of the Ellinwood area of southwest Torrance
is now being reported by Janet Robinson and Barbara
Weaver, and their first roundup of neighborhood activities
appears today on Page 3 of your Torrance HERALD,
Neigrborhood and family items from the fast growing
area will be reported each Monday by the two HERALD
reporters, If you live in this area and are giving a party,
having visitors from out of town, or anything else which
you think would make an inferesting item to pass on to
your neighbors, call the reporters in your area at FR 5-7063.

To Water Board

] Progress Cited

By ROY

CAULEY

Substantial progress toward eliminating brine seepage

from wells of South Torrance

Oilfield into our underground

water supply came out of an informal hearing held in
Torrance City Hall Thursday, when a large turnout of oil
operators met with Regional Water Pollution Control Board

4 in the council chamber,
About 30 operators gtated
their wish to join with a co-op:
erative under
| waste water
through a steel

the

from
brine
pipe to the County Sanitation
system
Oll
told the
have heen taken and the pipe

sewer

man Mel
board that most

Killingsworth

| will be ready for connecticn
with the wells in about 00 days.
| Only five out of a total of 85
operators have failed to re
| spond to communications con-
| cerning brine seepage,

These five will be requested
by registered mail to have a
representative at the July meet.
ing of the Water Pollution
Board, at which time tentative
requirements will be read. After
discussion, the requirements, as
| amended, will be passed upon
and a formal hearing called, if
all the operators do not co-op-
erate,

These steps will pave the way
for possible legal action to ob:
tain full compliance with seep-
age vegulations.

i Didn't Reply

The five operators who had
so far falled to respond to com-

munications from the board
were listed as:
Kern Petroleum Co, LMS

il Co, Moon 0il Co, George
| Milligan, and E. A. Shamlin,
George Powell, secretary of
the Torrance Planning Com-:
mission, who has been engaged

| In discussions for nearly a year
on this subject, expr satis
faction with Thursda) water

pollution meeting, especially
| with the large number of op-
| erators present and the small
| number who haven't co-operat-

ed,

Mel Killingsworth of Inde:
pendent Oi] Co,, chairman of a
committee of oil men to inves.
tigate costs of construction of
the proposed brine disposal
pipe, reported at length on his
investigation

Gives Cost Figure

The pipe construction costs
would be ahout $18,000, he said.
Replying to questions, he esti-
mated that about 90 days time
would be required for the pipe
to be ready for the operators
to conneet up with, He said a
plan has been drawn up, and
sketches of a pit made. Bids
have been received on about 90
per cent of the cost,

He wuas speaking of the area
bounded by Sepulveda on the
north, Crenshaw on the west,
Walnut on the east, and 230th
St. on the south

Regarding

'alsing  the e
quired $18,000, he said that the
money n't been subscribed,
but he doesn't foresee any dif.
fieulties in that connection

“I believe that the money can
be raised after an honest ef
fort, not yet made, has been
made. The noose is bheing
tightened, and we have to make
that honest effort, and quick.”

The City of Torrance, which
controls water disposal factors
including the scepage problem
and which under la
its regulations as
wishes, as long as
standards are met
start drawing up an
disposal ordinance,

minimum
will now
ndustrial
Pawell in

| formed the board at the Thurs.

Ray L.
the board
meeting
ous
son

Derby, chairman of
presided over the
and much of the dis
slon was led by Linne Lar
executive officer

In a progress report at the
previous (Maveh 81) meeting
Powell told the board his sur
vey revealed the following fig
ures in 97 discharges studied
1--156 had made corrections
in seepage;

25 had
ages;

3

eliminated seep
27 had planned corrective
action;

433 had corrective action
pending construction by Tor

bids |

| rance Redondo Waste Water
| Disposal Co, of the co.operative

Y| pipeline.

57 had failed to determine
| the type of corrective action to
| be taken: and
6--10 had failed to respond at
at time,

(The above figures refer to
| wells, not operators)

| During the hour and 30 min-
| utes of talk on seepage, repre.
| sentatives made individual re
ports.

Among those who had previ
ously yeported corrective action
planned, H. W. Killingsworth
| reported that a housing project
| presented a hbottleneck; Miller
and Miller, and Morton-Kahl
bush reported progress on mak
ing corrections; Pacific West
ern Oil promised a disposal unit
| within 80 days; Petroleum Mid
way Ofl had no representative,
nor did Viroi Oil Co.; Wood
| Callahan said plans are on
paper, and engineers estimate
|the work would take six
| months; Ayer, not representad;
['C. G. Perry, not represented; J.
| €. Hansmeyer reported prog:

| th

ress; Douglas Marcell hopes to
have work done in three
months.

Man Beaten,
Robbed by

Two 'Friends'

A Long Beach man was heat-
en, robbed of $20, and left in
an open field on Deelane St
Friday night, after going on a
{tour of beer halls with two
chance acquaintances, he told
police,

The victim was
Creek, 37, a riveter,

Harley Randall, 5104 Deelane.
telephoned Torrance police
| when he discovered Creek in the

Joe Fred

field, being attracted by the
man's cries for help.
Creek said that the two ac

quaintances had promised to
drive him to Gardena for a $2
fee, After an extended trip with
several turns one of the
said, "It's dark enough
let's get started.”

They then heat him up and
threw him out of the car minus
$20 that was in his pocket

At Harbor General He
Creek declined to he admitted
for injuries about the face and
head

now

Hester Places Second

Torrrance High School Track
Star Dennis Hester finished
ond to Leonard Havens of Ay
nal Saturday afternoon in the
state finals of the 880.vard run
in the Coliseum. A pa 1 tield

of 18 runner
Havens

8 slowad the pac
won in 1.57, Johr
man Reedly was third
ahead of the field,

Variance Hearing Set

Torrance Planning (X
sion will conduct
7 p.m., Wedneaday
by George Thomas for a vari
ance to sell milk, eggs, butte:
} ate naultry etora
182nd §t

nmi
at
on a request

a hearing

it hie
at 4185 W

Play Schedule
For Today Told

Four Torrance Parks and
playgrounds will be open to-
day for recreational pur
poses, according to Recrea
tion Director Harry Van Bel
lehem.

Hours at all four @
Walterla and Seaside Schools

and El Retiro and Walteria
Parks—will be from 10 am
| todpm




